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Essay Prompt
There is an ongoing debate in the public domain as to whether free public libraries are still
practical in today’s world. What are the implications for society of a “free” public library
system? Has the time come for cities to consider requiring patrons to pay a fee to use
library services?
Weigh the claims on both sides, and then write an argumentative essay supporting
either side of the debate in which you argue for or against the free library system.
Be sure to use information from both texts in your argumentative essay.
Before you begin planning and writing, read the two texts:
1. The Worthwhile Investment in Free Public Libraries
2. Can We Afford “Free” Libraries?
As you read the texts, think about what details from the texts you might use in your
argumentative essay. You may take notes or highlight the details as you read.
After reading the texts, create a plan for your argumentative essay. Think about ideas,
facts, definitions, details, and other information and examples you want to use. Think
about how you will introduce your topic and what the main topic will be for each paragraph.
Now write your argumentative essay. Be sure to:
• Introduce your claim.
• Support your claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from
the passages.
• Acknowledge and address alternate or opposing claims.
• Organize the reasons and evidence logically.
• Use words, phrases, and clauses to connect your ideas and to clarify the
relationships among claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Establish and maintain a formal style.
• Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.
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